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me at a time when I most need their help ? Was it
any fault of mine that Yudhishthir played a foolish
game and lost both his freedom and his empire ?
Shall we bow to the sons of Pandu while we have such
warriors as Drona and Karna to lead our forces?
And if indeed we fail, we shall have no pain in death
when we die with the brave on the field of battle/5

He paused for a moment while the disfiguring
scowl of anger and hatred gave place to a look of
decision and manly resolution. " Take my message/'
he said, " to the sons of Pandu. Tell them that they
seek in vain the restoration of their kingdom. Nay,
they shall not win back from me such a space of
territory that a needle's point would cover."

VIII

All efforts for a peaceful ending to the dispute
having failed, both sides made ready for a battle, in
which all the races of Northern India were to play
a part. The army of Duryodhan was more than a
hundred thousand strong, including both horse and
foot, as well as chariots and elephants in great array.
The opposing army numbered some seventy thousand,
and Krishna was among the leaders, having chosen
the post of charioteer to the archer Arjun. When
the two great forces met face to face, and Arjun saw
at the head of his enemies the blind old king and
Drona, the teacher and guide of his youth, he was
unwilling to fight in such an unnatural contest; but
Krishna took him aside and in earnest words of